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of Mesopotamia were in arms against us despite our well-meant
mandate. His surprise has been echoed here and there in the
Press, and it seems to me based on such a misconception of the
new Asia and the history of the last five years, that I would like
to trespass at length on your space and give my interpretation of
the situation.
The Arabs rebelled against the Turks during the war not
because the Turk Government was notably bad, but because they
wanted independence. They did not risk their lives in battle to
change masters, to become British subjects or French citizens,
but to win a show of their own.
Whether they are fit for independence or not remains to be
tried. Merit is no qualification for freedom. Bulgars, Afghans,
and Tahitans have it. Freedom is enjoyed when you are so well
armed, or so turbulent, or inhabit a country so thorny that the
expense of your neighbour's occupying you is greater than the
profit. Feisal's Government in Syria has been completely inde-
pendent for two years, and has maintained public security and
public services in its area.
Mesopotamia has had less opportunity to prove its armament.
It never fought the Turks, and only fought perfunctorily against
us. Accordingly, we had to set up a war-time administration
there. We had no choice; but that was two years ago, and we have
not yet changed to peace conditions. Indeed, there are yet no
signs of change. 'Large reinforcements', according to the official
statement, are now being sent there, and our garrison will run
into six figures next month. The expense curve will go up to
50 million pounds for this financial year, and yet greater efforts
will be called for from us as the Mesopotamian desire for inde-
pendence grows.
It is not astonishing that their patience has broken down after
two years. The Government we have set up is English in fashion3
and is conducted in the English language. So it has 450 British
executive officers running it, and not a single responsible Meso-
potamian, In Turkish days 70 per cent of the executive civil
service was local. Our 80,000 troops there are occupied in police
duties, not in guarding the frontiers. They are holding down the
people. In Turkish days the two army corps in Mesopotamia